No  Dollars  For  Piracy 

On  Aug.  26,  13  of  the  30-member  House  Banking  and  Currency 
Committee — seven  Democrats  and  six  Republicans — appealed  to 
Eugene  R.  Black,  president  of  the  World  Bimk,  to  withhold  a  con¬ 
templated  $40  million  loan  to  the  UAR  for  widening  of  Suez  Canal. 
The  Congressmen  wrote: 

"We  bcUcTe  that  the  iaternational  eommaiiity  ahoald  not  proride 
assistaBce  to  the  UAR  for  the  canal  iraproTcment,  lest  it  -appear  to 
condone  a  clear  Tiolation  of  international  deciaion,  an  intolerable  ag- 
grcnaioB  by  one  nation  against  a  neighbor  .  .  .  We  do  insist  that  no 
money  be  used  to  finance  an  international  artery  until  it  is  recognised 
as  each  without  limitation  or  restriction.'*  | 

The  13  signers  included :  Republicans  Seymour  Halpem,  N.  Y.,  1 
Edward  J.  Derwinski,  Ill.,  Florence  P.  Dwyer,  N.  J.,  Paul  A.  I 
Fino,  N.Y.,  Gordon  L.  McDonough,  Calif.,  William  H.  Milliken,  Jr.,  1 1 
Pa. :  and  Democrats  Hugh  J.  Addonizio,  N.J.,  Martha  W.  Griffiths,  f  I 
Mich.,  James  C.  Healey,  N.Y.,  Byron  L.  Johnson,  Colo.,  William  S.  i 
Moorhead,  Pa.,  Abraham  J.  Multer,  N.  Y.,  Charles  A.  Vanik,  Ohio.  \| 
Cairo  reacted  angrily  to  the  Congressional  protest.  AUShaab,  a  ^ 
government  press  spokesman,  denounced  the  Congressmen  as  “biased 
and  ignorant”  and  asserted  that  Israel  ships  “shall  never  pass 
through  the  Suez  Canal  except  over  our  dead  b<^es.” 

The  New  York  Times,  ^itorially  concurred  with  the  Congress¬ 
men  on  Aug.  29 : 

"It  should  be  msde  n  condition  of  any  loan  that  the  Sues  Canal  be  a 
truly  international  thoroughfare,  without  limitations  or  restrictions.** 

• 

Meanwhile,  the  Inge  Toft,  a  Danish  freighter,  its  Danish  crew 
and  Israel  cargo — detained  by  the  UAR — have  passed  their  100th 
day  in  Port  Said.  And  last  week,  the  Israel  government  protested 
the  UAR’s  piratical  seizure  of  Israel  mail. 

The  appeal  from  the  House  members  is  not  the  first  such  Con¬ 
gressional  expression.  In  June,  25  Senators  telegraphed  President 
Eisenhower  protesting  against  President  Nasser’s  blockade  practices. 
They  elicited  a  statement  from  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  William 
J.  Macomber,  Jr.,  assuring  them  that  the  World  Bank  is  “conversant 
with  our  longstanding  policy  in  support  of  freedom  of  transit .  .  .” 

• 

The  World  Bank  is  an  independent  institution.  But  it  does  not 
live  by  itself.  As  a  specialized  agency  of  the  UN,  it  is  aware  that 
the  S^urity  Council  has  condemned  Nasser’s  blockade  as  illegal. 

Moreover,  the  United  States  has  a  voice  in  the  Bank.  We  hold 
27  percent  of  its  stock,  and  just  recently  Congress  voted  to  enlarge 
the  U.S.  guarantee  of  the  Bank’s  bonds  by  $3,175  billion. 

Nor  is  the  Bank  a  mechanical  agency.  It  has  displayed  character 
and  statesmanship.  It  has  promoted  solution  of  UAR-Sudan  and 
India-Pakistan  water  disputes  as  conditions  for  the  granting  of  loans. 
Consistency  should  impel  the  Bank  to  insist  on  freedom  of  shipping 
through  the  Suez  waterway  before  this  loan  is  granted. 

Doubtless,  Suez  will  be  discussed  again  in  the  UN  this  fall. 
But,  as  the  Economist  of  London  declared  on  June  13: 

"The  presaure  on  Cairo  would  be  much  greater  if  the  World  Bank 
inaiated  before  granting  ita  loan  that  Egypt  ahould  honeatly  and  in 
full  carry  out  ita  obligationa.’* 

• 

Last  week,  the  U.S.  Export-Import  Bank  announced  a  new  $12 
million  loan  to  Cairo.  Since  last  December,  we  have  committed  a 
lavish  $130  million  in  loans,  grants  and  foods  to  Nasser.  The  Bank 
loan  would  raise  this  to  $170  million. 

Neutralists  contend  that  it  is  rude  to  put  strings  on  our  aid. 
But  we  have  an  obligation  to  uphold  the  law. 
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Extending  the  Blockade 
Two  frigates,  recently  purchased  by 
Ceylon  from  Israel,  are  still  riding  in 
Eilat  harbor.  The  crews  of  Ceylonese 
sailors  are  docked  at  Aden  awaiting 
permission  from  the  UAR  and  Saudi 
Arabia  on  passage  through  the  Straits 
of  Tiran  and  the  Gulf  of  Aqaba.  Is¬ 
rael  is  deeply  ctmcemed  over  Arab 
attempts  to  extend  the  Suez  blockade 
over  these  waters. 

Israel  has  reminded  Ceylon  that  the 
Straits  and  the  Gulf  are  international 
waterways,  open  to  the  shipping  of  ail 
nations.  And  the  UNEF  stand  guard 
at  Sharm-el-Sheikh  protecting  this  water 
highway. 

But,  Ceylon,  caught  in  the  Arab  boy¬ 
cott  squeeze,  has  notified  the  two  Arab 
governments  of  its  intention  to  man  the 
vessels  and  sail  them  through  to  the 
Red  Sea.  Saudi  Arabia  has  not  an¬ 
swered.  Cairo  b  expected  to  reply 
shortly.  Maritime  rights  and  the 
larger  question  of  freedom  of  the  seas 
are  still  under  Arab  intimidation. 
Japan  Is  Hit 

Japan,  too,  b  now  feeling  the  force 
of  Arab  blockade.  The  Central  Office 
of  the  Arab  League  Boycott  Council 
has  just  added  Japanese  automobiles 
and  parts  to  the  blacklist  The  Council's 
order  forbids  Arab  countries  to  import 
cars  and  parts  manufactured  by  the 
Japanese  concern,  Mitsubishi  Heavy 
Industries,  Reorganized,  since  that  com¬ 
pany  allegedly  “violated  the  Arab  boy¬ 
cott  by  tradi^  with  Israel.** 

Another  demonstration  of  Arab  pres¬ 
sure  on  other  governments  to  stop  doing 
business  with  Israel. 

Bat  Turkey  Says  No 
The  Turkish  government  has  defied 
the  Arab  League’s  attempts  to  boycott 
cigarettes  made  from  Turkish  tobacco. 
“Israel  is  our  customer,”  a  spokesman 
for  the  Ministry  of  Monopoly,  which 
has  jurisdiction  over  the  tobacco  in- 
dustiy,  declared.  “And  we  feel  free  to 
sell  our  tobacco  to  any  country  that 
(Turn  the  page) 
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Arab  Unity 


The  Arab  summit  conference  opens 
in  Casablanca  today  in  an  atmosphere 
of  official  amity  that  is  almost  un¬ 
precedented  in  contemporary  Arab 
history.  Although  Iraq  remains  aloof, 
all  other  Arab  states  are  represented, 
and  for  the  first  time  their  feuds  have 
been  swept  under  the  rug  as  their  for¬ 
eign  ministers  prepare  for  the  forth¬ 
coming  session  of  the  UN  General 
Assembly. 

Pmc«  Brvoks  Out.  In  the  last  few 
weeks,  the  Arab  League  has  worked  to 
quiet  inter-Arab  bickering. 

Less  than  a  year  ago.  President  Nas¬ 
ser  was  at  war  with  his  neighborhood. 

The  Cairo  Radio  was  calling  for  the 
assassination  of  King  Hussein  of  Jor¬ 
dan.  But  for  the  intervention  of  the 
United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  the  deterrent  presence  of  Israel, 
Nasser  might  have  dethroned  the  youth¬ 
ful  Hashemite  ruler.  In  the  last  month, 
the  UAR  and  Jordan  restored  normal 
diplomatic  relations,  re-opened  borders, 
agreed  to  exchange  ambassadors,  and 
resolved  to  live  in  peace  for  the  time 
being. 


quarters  of  the  opposition  to  President 
Habib  Bourguiba.  But  last  month,  the 
Secretary  General  of  the  Arab  League, 
Abdul  Khaliq  Hassouna,  who  had 
negotiated  the  UAR-Jordan  rapproche¬ 
ment,  was  in  Tunis  working  to  end  the 
feud  between  Bourguiba  and  Nasser. 

What  is  behind  the  Nasser  new  look? 
How  real  is  the  new  Arab  unity?  How 
much  will  it  contribute  to  peace  and 
development?  Will  it  last? 

• 

Contrasting  the  present  calm  with  the 
Itnti-Western  setbacks  in  the  region  last 
Rummer,  Sen.  J.  W.  Fulbright  (D-Ark.), 
I /chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  declared  on  Aug.  30 
that  there  had  been  “a  serious  question 
whether  shattered  Western  influence  and 
prestige  could  ever  be  recalled”  but 
now  he  hoped  very  much  that  “the 
leaders  of  the  Arab  states  and  of  the 
United  States  may  move  imaginatively 
and  boldly  toward  a  new,  more  mature 
'  and  realistic  relationship." 

The  Arkansas  Democrat  said  he  was 
encouraged  by  the  mutually  improved 
understanding  between  this  counUy  and 
the  UAR.  He  said  President  Nasser  was 


—Real  or  Tactic 


the  Naaaer  Canal  adminiatration 
brought  sharp  reaction  on  the 
Senate  floor  late  yesterday.  Sena¬ 
tors  Hugh  Scott  (R-Pa.),  Kenneth 
B.  Keating  (R-N.T.),  and  Jacob  K. 
Javits  (R-N.T.)  pointed  out  that 
efficioicy  was  not  enough.  We 
could  not  overlook  the  illegality  of 
the  Nasser  blockade  policy.] 

• 

The  Manchester  Guardian  Weekly 
observed  on  Aug.  20: 

“Every  month  won  from  turbulent 
destructive  passions,  gives  the  Mid¬ 
dle  East  that  much  more  opportu¬ 
nity  for  subterranean  economic  and 
social  forces  to  work  themselves 
out — and  they  are  forces  making 
for  unity.” 

Of  the  Nasser-Hussein  detente,  the 
publication  sard  that  Nasser’s  “renewed 
relations  with  Jordan  may  indicate  that 
he  has  learned  to  avoid  some  of  his  past 
mistakes." 

A  Monouvor.  But  skeptics  evaluate 
the  current  trend  towards  unity  as 
tactical  rather  than  real.  Some  believe 
that  it  is  largely  a  maneuver  by  Nasser 
to  strengthen  his  prestige  and  influence 
at  the  UN  session. 


In  1958,  Nasser  humiliated  King 
Saud  by  charging  that  the  Syrian  father 
of  one  of  Saud’s  wives  was  implicated  in 
a  clumsy  bribery  conspiracy  to  assas¬ 
sinate  him.  Last  weekend,  Saud  was 
regally  received  as  Nasser’s  guest  in 
Cairo,  while  on  his  way  home  from 
a  trip  to  Europe. 

L^t  year,  the  Tunisian  government 
was  charging  that  Cairo  was  the  head¬ 


operating  the  Suez  Canal  efficiently  and 
he  recalled  Western  skepticism  in  1956, 
when  Nasser  took  over  the  canal  as 
“just  one  example  of  a  misjudgment  by 
the  West  of  the  capabilities  of  the  Arab 
peoples." 

[Sen.  Fulbright  said  he  favored 
the  proposed  World  Bank  loan  for 
the  Sues  Canal  widening.  His  state¬ 
ment  endorsing  the  efficiency  of 


There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Eisen- 
hower-Khrushchev  talks  will  dominate 
the  UN  deliberations;  the  climate  will 
favor  those  who  rise  in  the  general  de¬ 
bate  to  speak  of  peace  and  co-existence. 
It  behooves  Nasser  no  longer  to  appear 
as  the  isolated  Arab  leader  seeking  to 
dominate  and  unify  his  region  by  prop¬ 
aganda  and  subversion.  Far  better  to 
be  the  mellowed  man  of  peace,  leading 
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vietfing  the  news 

cotuinued 

asks  for  it  Furthermore,  the  countries 
that  think  of  boycotting  us  do  not 
trade  with  us  anyway."  Moreover, 
Turkey  is  not  only  exporting  tobacco 
to  Israel,  but  is  also  planning  a  joint 
Turkish  cigarette  factory  in  Israel. 

Red  Incitement 

While  the  USSR  turns  a  smiling  face 
westward,  Moscow  Radio  (Aug.  26) 
incites  Arabs  against  Israel’s  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  pipeline  from  Eilat  to  Haifa. 
Moscow  Radio  terms  the  pipeline  “un¬ 
important  to  the  Israel  economy,  but 
a  vital  part  of  an  aggressive  Israeli 
program.” 

The  pipeline,  originally  planned  to 
circumvent  the  anti-Israel  boycott  to 
cut  off  all  oil  supplies  from  Israel,  would 
provide  the  West  with  an  alternate  oil 
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route  should  Nasser  again  close  the 
Suez  Canal. 

Moscow  Radio  says  “the  Arabs  were 
able  to  halt  British  and  French  sup^rt 
of  Israel  against  Egypt  during  the  Sinai 
campaign  by  severing  the  oil  line  to 
Western  Europe.”  Now  “Israel  is  try¬ 
ing  to  snatch  this  strong  defensive 
weapon  from  the  hands  of  the  Arabs 
and  is  preparing  the  groundwork  for 
coming  aggressions  against  the  Arabs.” 

Moscow  Radio  also  warns  the  Arabs 
that  the  U.S.  is  playing  both  sides  of 
the  game  .  .  .  “fUrting  with  the  Arabs 
and  encouraging  Israel  ...  to  frighten 
the  Arabs  into  following  Western  poli¬ 
cies.” 

Sahara  Oil 

Another  “skip  the  Suez"  pipeline  has 
been  completed.  The  4(X)-mile  oil  pipe¬ 
line,  linking  the  rich  Sahara  wells  and 
the  Mediterranean,  was  finished  in  Au¬ 


gust  The  first  Sahara  oil  is  expected  to 
flow  to  the  sea  early  in  Octob».  Dur¬ 
ing  its  first  year  of  operation  the  pipe¬ 
line  anticipates  the  passage  of  some  10 
million  tons  of  crude  oil,  equal  to  . 
about  1/3  of  France’s  present  con¬ 
sumption. 

In  Brief 

Iraq,  with  the  help  of  the  SoviA  : 
Union,  is  launching  a  program  of  atomic 
research  for  peaceful  purposes.  Mos-  ‘ 
cow  will  furnish  technical  assistance  ; 
for  the  building  of  an  atomic  reactor  ; 
and  all  other  phases  of  atomic  develop- 
ment. 

Israel  is  part  of  President  Eisen-  t 
bower’s  Atoms  for  Peace  program.  A  ' 
nuclear  reactor  to  carry  on  research 
and  training  of  scientists  is  being  built  $ 
under  this  program  by  an  American  | 
firm.  I 


the  Arab  world  not  in  struggle  but  in 
agreement. 

Moreover,  the  neutralists  will  want 
to  break  into  the  Eisenhower-Khrush- 
chev  dialogue.  Nasser  has  always 
wanted  to  walk  on  the  world  stage 
along  with  Nehru,  Tito  and  other  neu¬ 
tralists  in  a  third  force.  But  to  qualify, 
he  must  have  the  prestige  accruing 
from  Arab  leadership. 

If,  by  some  miracle,  the  great  powers 
are  able  to  secure  a  solution  of  some 
of  the  more  pressing  problems  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  the  issues  of  the  Near  East  may 
come  to  the  fore.  In  that  event,  Nas¬ 
ser  would  want  to  play  a  leading  role. 
This  means  he  needs  the  proxies  and 
credentials  of  his  neighborhod. 

• 

Has  the  Arab  League  the  strength  to 
unite  the  Arabs  for  positive  purposes? 
Can  it  resist  the  continuing  Communist 
penetration  of  its  region?  Pro-West 
Arabs  are  doubtful. 

In  May,  Habib  Bourguiba,  Jr.,  Tu¬ 
nisian  ambassador  to  France  and  the 
son  of  Tunisia’s  President,  wrote  a 
sharp  criticism  of  the  League  in  Le 
Monde  Diplomatique. 

“The  evil  which  undermines  the 
League  is  a  direct  outcome  of 
Egypt’s  desire  for  power  and  heg¬ 
emony  within  the  organisation.” 

He  pointed  out  that  the  majority  of 
the  Arab  states  have  been  “pushed”  by 
Nasser  to  adopt  “positive  neutrality” 
in  the  field  of  foreign  relations.  This 
formula  was  characterized  by  “system¬ 
atic  and  surly”  hostility  toward  the 
West,  which  was  regarded  as  colonial¬ 
ist  in  essence  “and  therefore  Enemy 
No.  1.”  Thus,  the  criterion  of  Arab 
neutralism  had  become  hatred  of  the 
West,  Ambassador  Bourguiba  wrote. 
But  he  warned  that  such  an  attitude 
leads  to  “rapprochement  with  ...  in¬ 
ternational  conununism”  and  the  con¬ 
version  of  Arab  states  into  satellites. 
“When  Nasser  sensed  this  he  could 
no  longer  escape  from  it.  Kassem 
today  does  the  very  same  thing 
that  Nasser  did  in  1956  and  1958. 
Their  liberty  of  maneuver  is  even 
more  restricted,  and  ao  is  their 
freedom  of  choice.” 

Whether  a  revived  Arab  League  will 
stop  the  region’s  slide  into  the  Russian 
orbit  depends  “upon  the  leaders,  their 
scope,  their  courage  and  their  realism. 
But  if  they  continue  in  their  present 
errors  and  carry  on  their  personal 
quarrels  without  seeing  the  real  danger 
threatening  them  all,  they  will  be 
dragged,  one  after  the  other,  into  the 
abyss.  This  would  be  a  decisive  de¬ 
feat  for  the  free  world  and  for  liberty 
throughout  the  world.” 

Talk  or  Action.  The  discussions  and 
decisions  at  Casablanca  will  show 


whether  Arab  unity  is  more  than  prop¬ 
aganda-deep.  Constructive  programs 
would  mean  effective  measures  to  re¬ 
settle  the  Arab  refugees;  for  the  activa¬ 
tion  of  dusty  plans  of  regional  develop¬ 
ment  agencies;  the  pooling  of  oil  rev¬ 
enues. 

It  is  more  than  a  full  year  since 
President  Eisenhower  offered  to  pro¬ 
vide  U.S.  assistance  to  a  proposed  UN-  1 
sponsored  fund  for  economic  develop-  ' 
ment  to  raise  living  standards.  But  the  j 
Arabs  have  never  moved  to  bring  it/ 
into  reality.  The  spirit  of  negation' 
inevitably  characterizes  their  discus¬ 
sions.  They  unite  against  France, 
against  Israel,  against  the  “imperialist” 
West.  They  disperse — to  divide  against 
each  otHerT' 

Arab  Rofugoas.  Thus,  for  example, 
the  preparatory  conference  at  Beirut 
foreshadowed  a  sweeping  rejection  and 
a  sharp  condemnation  of  UN  Sec.  Gen. 
Dag  Hammarskjold’s  recommendations 
to  resettle  the  Arab  refugees  in  the 
countries  where  they  are  now  situated. 

Hammarskjold  has  provoked  the  ire 
of  the  Arabs  because  he  has  presumed 
to  suggest  that  the  Arab  refugees  be 
permanently  settled. 

As  the  i^abs  see  it,  there  must  be  no 
deviation  from  their  demands  that  the 
refugees  be  repatriated  to  Israel.  They 
hold  that  it  is  the  UN’s  duty  to  keep 
providing  relief  and  nothing  more  until 
Israel  yields. 

The  result — ^the  Casablanca  Confer¬ 
ence  will  probably  draw  up  a  sterile 
program  which  will  continue  to  hold 
the  helpless  Arab  refugees  hostages  to 
propaganda  warfare. 

They  will  resolve  against  the  French 
in  Algeria.  They  will  stand  with  the 
UAR  in  upholding  the  blockade  of  the 
Suez  Canal.  They  will  expand  and  in¬ 
tensify  their  boycott  of  Israel. 

• 

The  internal  discussion  on  the  Arab 
refugee  problem  has  produced  a  sharp 
debate  between  Lebanon  and  Jordan. 

Turning  tha  Clock  Back.  Suggestions 
that  the  Arab  refugees  be  settled  where 
they  are  now  located  are  particularly 
disconcerting  to  the  Lebanese,  for  most 
of  the  127,000  refugees  in  Lebanon 
are  Moslems  and  their  integration  in 
Lebanon’s  population  would  shift  the 
delicate  Christian-Moslem  balance  in 
favor  of  the  Moslems.  This  apprehen¬ 
sion  has  led  to  fanciful  talk  of  establish¬ 
ing  the  independent  Arab  state  which 
was  proposed  in  the  1947  UN  Partition 
Resolution  and  which  the  Arab  states 
then  rejected. 

This  state  could  be  the  home  of  all 
Arab  refugees,  relieving  Lebanon  of 
its  present  burden  and  it  could  lay 


claim  to  all  the  territory  in  Palestine 
originally  assigned  to  the  Arabs,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Gaza  strip  which  the  UAR 
seized  in  the  1948  fighting  and  the 
“triangle’  which  Jordan  invaded  and 
annexed. 

Extremists  would  like  to  see  the  ex- 
Mufti  of  Jerusalem,  Haj  Amin  el- 
Husseini,  brought  from  Cairo  to  rule 
the  proposed  Arab  state.  Manifestly, 
such  an  effort  to  turn  back  the  clock 
would  be  opposed  by  almost  all  the 
parties  in  the  region;  and  naturally, 
Jordan,  which  seized  most  of  the  Arab 
part  of  Palestine,  is  vigorously  objecting 
to  any  plan  for  its  own  dismemberment 

Jordan’s  Premier,  Hazza  Majali,  in¬ 
sists  that  Jordan  is  the  Arab  state  en¬ 
titled  to  control  Palestine,  and,  he  main¬ 
tains,  the  Arab  refugees  who  are  located 
inside  Jordan  are  regarded  as  citizens 
of  that  country. 

• 

Distant  Casablanca  was  selected  as 
the  site  of  the  Arab  League  conference 
presumably  for  two  reasons.  It  sym¬ 
bolized  Arab  unity  on  the  Algerian 
question.  The  more  thoughtful  Arabs 
felt  perhaps  Casablanca  might  be  an 
ideal  place  because  it  was  insulated  from 
the  explosive  mob-ridden  streets  of  the 
Arab  capitals,  permitting  more  sober 
and  mature  reflection. 

Iraq  Is  Aloof.  Moreover,  Casablanca 
emphasizes  the  extent  of  the  Arab  do¬ 
main,  reaching  to  the  Atlantic.  But 
this  panorama  of  a  vast  Arab  expanse 
has  been  marred  on  its  eastern  extrem¬ 
ity  by  the  absence  of  Iraq.  Premier 
Kassem  has  rebuffed  Nasser’s  overtures. 
In  recent  trials  arising  from  the  Mosul 
revolt,  the  prosecution  has  denounced 
Nasser’s  nationalists.  The  prosecutor, 
with  the  blessing  of  Premier  Kassem, 
persists  in  his  bitter  blasts  at  Nasser. 

The  diatribe  between  Cairo  and 
Baghdad  has  reached  a  climax  in 
invective. 

On  Aug.  20,  Cairo  Radio  had  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  Kassem  was  not 
an  Arab  nationalist,  that  he  cared  only 
for  Kassem  and  that  “he  will  fall  like 
a  ripe  apple  into  the  hands  of  British 
imperialism.” 

Two  days  later,  the  Baghdad  Radio 
was  affectionately  referring  to  Nasser 
as  “the  miserable  Hitler  and  little 
Pharoah.” 

• 

How  real  is  the  Arab  peace?  How 
deep  its  unity?  No  one  knows,  but  one 
fact  is  clear.  There  is  a  measure  of 
serenity  in  the  Arab  world  whenever 
Nasser  wants  it  that  way.  He  can 
switch  on  peace  just  as  easfly  as  he  can 
switch  on  war.  The  depth  and  dur¬ 
ability  of  peace  depend  largely  upon 
him. 
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propaganda  pressures 

The  barrage  of  Arab  propaganda  is 
on  the  increase  in  the  United  States. 
The  Arab  Information  Center  almost 
doubled  its  expenditures  for  1958,  At¬ 
torney  General  William  P.  Rogers  in¬ 
formed  Congress  in  his  1959  report 
on  the  administration  of  the  Foreign 
Agents  Registration  Act 
The  flcnrce: 

1957 —  the  Arab  Infomation  Center 
■pent  $106,265. 

1958 —  ^nter  expenditures  totaled 
$208,294. 

Beginning  humbly  in  February  1955, 
the  Arab  Information  Center  opened 
in  New  York  with  a  modest  $2500 
budget.  Its  stated  aims: 

1.  *'To  deepen  understanding:  be¬ 
tween  American  and  Arab  peo¬ 
ples. 

2.  To  strive  to  further  their  com¬ 
mon  interests  in  peaceful  de¬ 
velopments,  trade,  relig:ion,  cul¬ 
tural  exchan^  and  tourism. 

3.  To  make  information  with  re¬ 
spect  to  the  Arab  world  available 
to  the  UN.” 

Added  to  the  growing  Arab  propa¬ 
ganda  apparatus  will  be  180  Arab  emi¬ 
grants  to  the  U.S.  who  recently  visited 
the  Arab  Near  East.  The  distant  Peip¬ 
ing  Radio,  on  Aug.  9,  broadcast  a  report 
on  their  tour  and  disclosed  that  Arab 
emigrants  in  the  United  States  .  .  . 
“always  keep  in  touch  with  the  U.S. 
government  to  explain  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  Arab  cause.” 

And  .  .  . 

“the  emigrants  would  soon  become 
Arab  ambassadors  to  the  United 
SUtes.” 

UAR  President  Nasser,  addressing 
the  visitors,  outlined  what  they  must 
do  in  the  U.S.  to  support  Arab  issues. 
“Follow  closely  our  activities  and 
give  a  true  picture  of  the  develop¬ 
ments  in  our  country  to  the  people 
of  the  U.S.” 


Foreign  Aid 

The  Senate  Committee  on  Appropri¬ 
ations  is  expected  to  report  out  the 
Mutual  Security  Appropriations  bill 
this  week.  It  will  probably  deal  more 
generously  with  the  Administration’s 
request,  appropriating  more  than  the 
$3.19  billion  which  the  House  allows. 

Meanwhile,  there  is  a  strong  pos¬ 
sibility  that  the  Senate  will  include 
the  Morse-Javits  proposal  express¬ 
ing  the  opposition  of  Congress  to 
the  extension  of  aid  to  conntries 
which  discriminate  against  Ameri¬ 
cans  on  the  grounds  of  race  or 
religion. 

Some  Senate  leaders  who  voted 
against  the  proposal  when  it  was  first 
offered  by  Sen.  Wayne  Morse  (D- 
Oreg.)  as  an  amendment  to  the  authori¬ 
zation  bill  have  announced  their  support 
and  it  is  believed  that  a  majority  of  the 
Senate  favor  it. 

When  Sen.  Morse  first  advanced  the 
proposal  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate, 
Sen.  J.  W.  Fulbright  (D-Ark.),  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  For¬ 
eign  Relations,  objected  on  the  grounds 
that  it  might  complicate  our  relations 
with  a  number  of  countries.  He  cited 
Norway  as  an  example,  stating  that 
Norway  barred  Jesuits.  Morse  repeated 
this  statement  in  testimony  before  the 
Senate  Committee  on  Appropriations 
bringing  a  swift  denial  from  Norway. 

On  Aug.  18  Sen.  Morse  told  the 
Senate  that  “it  is  to  Norway’s  everlasting 
credit  that  this  discrimination  against  a 
segment  of  American  citizens  was  re¬ 
moved  in  1956.” 


WASHINGTON... 


PL  480 

Many  countries  have  been  aided  by^ 
Public  Law  480,  which  permits  them 
to  buy  our  surplus  farm  commodities 
with  their  own  currencies. 

While  the  law  was  designed  to  pro¬ 
mote  exports,  it  has  been  widely  ac¬ 
claimed  as  an  instrument  of  foreign 
policy — a  way  to  make  friends  and  as¬ 
sist  other  countries. 

The  House  has  approved  extension 
of  the  Act  in  the  amount  of  $1.5  billion 
for  another  year.  The  Senate  is  con¬ 
sidering  a  three-year  authorization  origi¬ 
nally  sponsored  by  Sen.  Hubert  H.  Hum¬ 
phrey  (D-Minn.)  which  has  been  called  j 
a  “food-for-peace”  program. 

However,  when  the  bill  came  before  ^ 
the  House  last  month,  the  beneficial; 
diplomatic  aspects  of  the  program  were 
suddenly  endangered  because  the  House' 
Committee  on  Agriculture  proposed  that 
the  first  $350  million  of  surplus  foods 
be  bartered  for  strategic  materials. 

Both  the  Departments  of  State  and 
Agriculture  vigorously  opposed  the  man¬ 
datory  barter  provision  because  it' 
threatened  to  disrupt  the  existing  pro¬ 
gram. 

Countries  in  the  Near  East  and  Asia, 
like  the  UAR,  Israel  and  India,  are 
major  beneficiaries  of  PL  480.  Buti 
the  proposed  amendment  might  havei 
curtailed  or  even  suspended  the  flow 
of  food  while  American  importers  ne¬ 
gotiated  for  strategic  materials. 

The  Administration  prevailed  on  the 
House  to  reject  the  Agriculture  Com¬ 
mittee’s  proposal  by  an  overwhelming 
vote  of  143  to  52. 


The  Attorney  General’s  report 
lists  Mary  Frances  Hagan  on  the 
roster  of  Arab-hired  propagandists. 
Miss  Hagan,  an  American  from 
Huntington,  W.  Va.,  visited  Israel 
in  1966  where  she  was  arrested  on 
charges  of  spying  for  Syria. 

Upon  release,  after  7H  months 
imprisonment.  Miss  Hagan  joined 
the  staff  of  the  Syrian  Broadcast¬ 
ing  Co.,  as  UN  correspondent. 
Later  she  became  UN  reporter  for 
the  Syrian  Al-Joutnhour  and  then 
for  the  UAR-sponsored  Arab  East 
News  Agency. 

Miss  Hagan  is  now  associated 
with  the  India  Press  Agency,  in  the 
UN  press  section. 


NEAR 
REraiT 


SuMMimI  twice  meelkly  by 
Near  fact  Report,  Inc. 

1737  H  Street,  N.  W. 
Wacbiegtea  6,  D.  C. 

E4iter«: 

I.  L  Keeee 
Allee  Loner 

SubnriptioN:  $10  per  yeor 


28 


5* 


■i 


%  • 


it 


